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to dinner with several Parliament men, and recommended me with earnestness to their assistance.
April 25. My Lord Danby returned his answer to his impeachment to the Upper House, pleading the King's pardon. It was sent clown to the Lower, where it was referred to a committee to be considered of. The result of which was that his Majesty had no power to grant a pardon in this case. The same day both Houses began to reflect on the Duchess of Portsmouth.
April 26. The Commons resolved to sit the next day, being Sunday, to consider of the means for the preservation of his Majesty's person; and it was then voted that the best way was to prevent the succession falling into the hands of a papist; and that the Duke of York being such, was the reason of the late conspiracy against the King's person and government, and the religion as by law established.
My lord Viscount Halifax being now of the council, and entering into business, though a great enemy to the Earl of Danby, professed a kindness to me, and said he would befriend me as to my election, no man having more interest with the Commons than he had; but whether it was fear to disoblige his party, I found he was not very warm in the matter. Most of the other lords and gentlemen of the Privy Council, though very great patriots before in the esteem of both Houses, began to lose their credit with them in some measure ; so true it is that the Court and country livery can never be worn together.
Some lords that had been committed to the Tower, and my Lord of Danby—the former for the plot, and all for high treason—desired that counsel might be assigned them; which was denied by both Houses, for it was resolved that counsel might be assigned in cases of felony or treason in a particular fact, but not for a general defence.
May 7.    My cause came on to be heard before the